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Director of Data Processing anl Accounts
General Counsel

Rosednle-Bolivar County Port {ommission
d/5/a Great River Railroasd
Employer Status

This is in replv to vour G-215 memorandum dated March 29, 1982,
regquenting mv opinion in regard to the emplover status of the
Roge’z2le-Bolivar County Port Commission, 4/b/a Great River
Railroad (GRR)}), This raflroad has not previously been an employer
uner the Railroad Retirement end Railrcad Unszmployment Insurance
Aots,

In a letteyr fated March 1B, 1982, Mr. David Work, Port Director
nf tha R-sedale~Bolivar County Port Commission (Port Commission)
gtate? that the GRR was purchaseld from the Illinois Central Gulf
Raflro=d Compeny (ICG) on Dacemher 28, 12813 that the Interstate
Comperce Commissicn agthority tn operate, attached to his letter,
was effective Janusrv 1, 1982, az scot forth in Finance Docket No.
728816, dated Jaruary 19, 18823 and that the GRR operates on 32,45
miles of track having nine stations and extending from milepost
145,32, near Graenville, Miscissippi Airport Switch, where it
connects with the ICG, to Rosedzle, Mississippil, wvhere it
torminntes, He further advised that the GRR has no emplovees,
all of its operationz having been performed by contrect between
the Port Commission and an outzide railroad company. Mr, Work
also eafvised that the GRR plans to hire a part-time locomotive
enginser an® others for maintenance coperations,

From suhsa2guent telephone conversations between Mr, Work and

Mr. Stanlev Jav Shuman of my staff, it has been dstermined that
the "outside railroa® compzny® was Kelly Rallroad Contractors,
Inc., of St, Loulis, Mizsouri. Kelly hzs not been haeld to be an
employer unfer the Acts adfministered by the Beoard. Rather, Kelly
builds an® refurbishes raliroad track an’ eguipment. It was in
cennection with the tecting of the GRR's locomotive that Kelly,
along with Port Commicssion personnel, began the first movement of
freight for the GRR on January B, 1%82, Thereafter, the GRR was
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operated exclusivaly by Port Comnizsion personnal., Mz, Work
advised that he has segregated the hours of rallroad and
nonralliroad work for the particular smplovess involved and that
the GRR would rveport the appropriate houre of railzoad work fog
such employees in ageovdance with established Beard procsdurs.

In view of the foregoing, it is my opinion that as of Januvary 8,
1982, the Great River Rallroad beecame an employer snder the Rots
administerad by the Beard,

An appropriate Form G-241 giving affect to this conclusicn is
attached,

Bale €, Zimmerman
Atrtachpent
¢gat Board Momber Oliver
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